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WHY DO CHILDREN NEED LAWYERS?
I often wonder what a child thinks about that first night he
or she is in foster care. Maybe it’s the first calm in a while
after all the loud madness and chaos or violence at home,
or maybe the strange surroundings are just too quiet and
terrifying. I’m sure they wonder, What is going to happen to
me? Where are my parents? Does anyone care about what
I have to say?
Children need lawyers because they are not merely subjects
of their case—they should be treated as active participants in
their own lives. Children have rights. From decisions about
where they live and what school they attend, to whether they
have enough clothes, children’s lawyers empower the voice
of children and enforce their rights to being safe, being treated
with dignity and respect, and to be connected to their families.
Unfortunately, many youth in foster care face incredible
challenges and do not always have the support they need to
be successful. Many foster youth do not understand or even
know that they have legal rights.
Our clients have been abused, neglected or abandoned in
often traumatic ways, and now find themselves in a legal
system of not only child welfare law, but also special education,
public benefits, immigration and more. Children’s lawyers
are absolutely essential to ensuring that children’s needs are
met by navigating this tangled web, holding accountable the
very system that is designed to protect children and breaking

down communication barriers between agencies obligated by
law to provide services to our children.
Sometimes, the lawyer’s job is to do the big things—like
protecting a baby with 17 broken bones from being sent
home against expert medical advice. Or to make sure that
children are not placed in overly restrictive placements
or overly medicated because of behavior problems. Or
to protect a child’s right to visit his siblings from whom he
was separated by the system. But sometimes it’s the little
things—like securing a donation of tickets to the musical Billy
Elliot for a six year old boy who loves to sing and dance.
Regardless, the passionate and tireless advocacy of EBCLO
attorneys and social workers makes a difference to Alameda
County’s foster youth.
In these tumultuous economic times, we want to extend
our sincere gratitude towards you—our family, friends,
community members and donors—for all of the support you
have so generously bestowed upon East Bay Children’s Law
Offices. Together we can continue to accomplish amazing
things for children.
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Executive Director

Kathy Siegel
Board Chairperson
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DEPENDENCY ADVOCACY PROGRAM
At the core of East Bay Children’s
Law Offices’ work is speaking up
for children each and every day in
courtrooms across Alameda County.
Children need a strong, consistent
voice in the intimidating adult world
that is juvenile court, and EBCLO is
there to provide it.
Take, for instance, the case of
Manuel—a wheel chair bound child
with muscular dystrophy. At the age of
12, Manuel was hospitalized for a major
surgery. Child Protective Services got
involved when it became apparent that
his aging grandparents could no longer
meet his medical and physical needs.
EBCLO was appointed to represent
Manuel in juvenile court where the
decisions about his care would take
place. Manuel wanted to live with his
family. After two months in his hospital
bed because CPS could not find an appropriate home for him, a distant relative volunteered to care for him. However, the
relative soon found herself in the middle of a bureaucratic battle over which government agency would help with his special
needs. As a result, she could not equip her home or vehicle to accommodate Manuel’s wheelchair; she could not afford the
nursing assistance required to keep him out of the hospital; and she was losing her job and her home while she struggled
to meet Manuel’s medical needs. Manuel’s caretaker turned to EBCLO for solutions. Realizing that Manuel would end up
institutionalized without intervention, Manuel’s attorney went to bat for Manuel, ensuring that every source available properly
provided for his needs. She filed motions, she objected, she collaborated, she unrelentingly advocated and, ultimately, she
prevailed. Manuel now enjoys the stability of knowing that his dedicated caretaker is now his permanent guardian—something
EBCLO helped make happen in juvenile court.

IN 2010
• 2,300 children were
served by EBCLO
• EBCLO attorneys
appeared at
approximately 6,000
court hearings
throughout Alameda
County.
• EBCLO social
workers traveled more
than 30,000 miles
visiting children and
families

“

Representing children is
an opportunity to affect the
course of children’s lives
every day. That’s why EBCLO
partners our Youth Advocate
Social Workers with our staff
attorneys so we can address
the whole child’s needs. In
each child’s life, our social
worker/attorney teams seek
to make a positive impact by
developing relationships with
children and their caregivers
and
understanding
the
individual needs each child
has so that the juvenile court
understands those needs and
makes the right decisions
about every child’s future.

If it wasn’t for the hope my lawyer gave me, I don’t know where I’d be today. Having
her listen to me was the first time I felt my voice was relevant, and she made getting
my needs met less intimidating for me.

”

- Former Client of an EBCLO Attorney

EDUCATION ADVOCACY PROGRAM
East Bay Children’s Law Offices launched its Education Advocacy Program (EAP) in August 2010 in recognition of the fact
that a child faces increased barriers to success when in foster care. Foster youth can be dramatically impacted by frequent
changes in where they live and consequently attend school, and by not having their educational needs properly identified
and addressed. In 2010, 80 EBCLO clients were assisted by the EAP Education Attorney to receive appropriate educational
placements and services and to protect their rights to school stability and academic success.

IN 2010
• 95% of children referred to EAP for special education
concerns received new or increased school services.
• 89% of children referred to EAP for discipline action
were not expelled from their schools.
• 95% of children referred to EAP to maintain school
stability were helped to either immediately enroll in
school or keep their school of origin.
• 10 Volunteers matched with EBCLO clients to be an
educational surrogate.

“

As a child welfare worker, working with families can be a challenge for a variety of
reasons. To have an educational advocate come alongside and join the team makes
the statement that we care. I must confess that without the support, resources and
interaction . . . we would not have been able to successfully dismiss a family that had
been in the system for 8 years. This is a resource worth keeping.

”

- Child Welfare Worker of EBCLO Client

PROBATE GUARDIANSHIP COUNSEL FOR CHILDREN PROGRAM
Also new to East Bay Children’s Law Offices is the Probate Guardianship Counsel
for Children Program. At the request of the Alameda County Superior Court, EBCLO
began representing children subject to guardianship petitions in Probate Court. Like
EBCLO’s foster youth population, these children are also not able to live with their
parents. EBCLO attorneys and social workers evaluate the homes where the children
are living, provide referrals to services the family might need, collaborate with other
court and Social Services providers and make recommendations to the court about
how to achieve stability for the children.

“

This is a letter of thanks to all who made my dream
a reality. And that is being able to raise my greatgranddaughter to be a wonderful human being—a
person of honesty and integrity. She is such a blessing
in my life.

”

- Probate Legal Guardian of EBCLO Client

EBCLO DONORS (2009 - 2010)
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Kathryn Siegel
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John O’Toole
Kenneth Pon
Dr. Norbert Ralph
Dru Ramey & Marvin Stender
Nonie Ramsay
Charles Ray Ricardo, Jr.
Michael Roy & Mary Lacey Wolfe
Kim & Owen Tripp
Ray & Caroline Tripp

John & Stacy Yost
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Karl Arana
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Mark & Tami Becker
Marc & Gail Berman
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Nancy & George Buth
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Youseef Elias
Bruce & Lynn Erickson
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Ed & Pat Hallsten
Michael & Lori Harken
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Kim Keogh
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EBCLO wants to thank the many attorneys at Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe who have so generously given of their time.
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